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arrival, It was suggested that she be so tfoardt-d in our ports
as to make any attempt upon her by any ruthless, restless or
revengeful persons simply impossible. It ouirht to be gratify-
ing to our people to remember that, when the Yiseay<.i reached
our shores and the excitement over the 31<uiti. 's destruction was
Intense,, the indignation of our people intense almost beyond
description, there was no demonstration, incivility or hostile
manifestations towards her officers, while this vessel remained
a guest in our waters. Although it was evident to everybody that
the tragedy in Havana, by whomsoever consummated, had mails'
peace between the two nations impossible, there was on all sides
evidence of the supreme self-control of our people, who awaited
patiently until the President and Congress should act, as they
knew they would do as soon as the responsibility for this terrible
tragedy had been established.

About March 20th a messenger from one of the customs rev-
enue offices of the Treasury Department, on the same floor as
the lighthouse offices, informed the chairman that the Secretary
of the Navy desired speech with him over the telephone. The
secretary's request was that the chairman, call upon him at onee
at the office in the Navy Department. Presuming, very natu-
rally, that the secretary wanted further information upon the
lighthouse vessels which had been tendered, no time was lost in
reaching his office.

Almost as soon as the chairman had been ushered into the
secretary's office, prepared to give the minutest details of the
several vessels already referred to, the secretary informed him
that the President had selected him to command the Flying
Squadron, to be assembled at Hampton Roads immediately, and
desired to know when the chairman would "be ready to take
command. The chairman's reply was that he could proceed the
next day to Hampton Roads. The secretary then explained that
it would not be necessary to do so for two or three days at
least, and that the orders would follow in a day or two.

This interview with Mr. Long was the first intimation the
chairman had had that his name was being considered for this
assignment. He had not intimated, or suggested, or authorized
the suggestion of his name in connection with this matter to any
one. The assignment came to him without solicitation in anymlet, village, town andof such trips.being. Hererom their fishing grounds nor tempted
